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Introduction

The Queensland Badminton Grading Panel is responsible for ensuring that players are 
placed in competition grades that accurately reflect their demonstrated skill level. By 
reviewing performance data from sanctioned tournaments, the panel supports fair, 
competitive, and balanced events across the state.

The purpose of the Grading Panel is to maintain competitive integrity across 
QBA-sanctioned tournaments by:

 Reviewing player performance at regular intervals
 Ensuring players are placed in grades appropriate to their current skill level
 Preventing under-grading that may compromise fairness or player safety
 Providing consistent, transparent grading decisions across Queensland

1.   Committee Composition

Size: Five (5) members comprising of four independent members plus one QBA Board 
member as liaison.

Membership Structure:

 One (1) QBA Board member serving as liaison (non-voting unless required to 
break a tie).

 Four (4) independent members with strong knowledge of the sport, the 
Queensland player base, and tournament environments (e.g., senior coaches, 
experienced competitors, long-standing members).

 All members must be current QBA members.
 Members should be individuals who regularly attend tournaments and can 

observe player performance first-hand.
 All positions are voluntary; members must not receive payment or benefits 

for their role.
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Tenure: Two-year term, renewable with Board approval.

Appointment: Panel members are appointed by the QBA Board after seeking 
nominations through any method the Board considers appropriate (e.g., expressions 
of interest, direct approaches, or open calls for nominations)

2.   Scope of Authority

The Grading Panel is authorised to:

 Review results and performance data from QBA-sanctioned tournaments 
(local and state).

 Re-grade players whose results indicate they are consistently above or below 
their current grade.

 Maintain a player’s grade where performance aligns with their peer group.
 Recommend grading adjustments to the QBA Board ahead of upcoming 

competitions.

Conflict of Interest: 

Members must declare any conflict involving themselves, family members, or players 
they coach. They must recuse themselves from related discussions and decisions.

Limitations: 

Panel members must not make informal or individual grading decisions outside the 
formal review process.

3.   Assessment Criteria

Grading decisions will be based on objective and observable indicators, including:

 Tournament Results: Repeated podium finishes or dominant match outcomes 
within a grade.

 Strength of Field: Performance relative to established players within the same 
grade.

 Progression: Evidence of rapid improvement or transition from social to 
competitive play.

 Objective Skill Benchmarks: Where available, technical or tactical indicators 
aligned with national grading expectations.
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4.   Process & Procedures

 Meeting Frequency: At least four (4) times per year, or following major 
tournament periods.

 Data Sources: Tournament results and reports, match statistics, and 
observations from sanctioned events.

 Decision-Making: Consensus where possible; otherwise, majority vote.

 Record-Keeping: All decisions must be documented, including rationale and 
any conflicts declared.

 Communication: Confirmed grading changes will be communicated to affected 
players and relevant clubs prior to the next tournament cycle.

5.   Child Safety & Protection of Junior Players

QBA adheres to Sport Integrity Australia's child safeguarding policies. All panel 
members must hold a valid Blue Card.

6.   Review

This policy will be reviewed by the QBA Board every two years, or earlier if required.
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